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In Exiles’ War [Against Sani 
Florida Is H. Q. 


!2srs; 


By PHILIP TAUBMAN 
Spaciftl to Tbe N«w y flrk TiM 
W.^HD^GTON, Dec. 6^ On a recsem 
evening in Miami, half a dozte men. 

I aevcral in conservative business suits, 
i assembled in a cluttered ground-floor 
' crtfice of the Intcramcrican Engini^ 

I and Ccmsd^ctors CorpcnmtiQiL 
After exchanging greetings in Spim- 
ish, and chatting briefly about the latm 
news from Nicaragua, the^ native 
ooimtty, the men got do^ to business: 
plott^ the overthrow of the left-wing 
Sandimst Govenunent in Managua. 

The men were leaders of a ooaiitioc of 
Latin American political and paramili- 
tary groups based in southern Florida. 
The grou^, v^cb have indirectly re- 
i ceived assistance from the Central In- 
telligence ^ency, according to na- 
tional security officials, are composed 
primarily of Nicaraguan exiles who fled 
their country when the Sandinists came 

to power in 1979. The C.IJL aid has con- 
sisted of money and military equipment 

passed to the groups through intermedi- 
aries, includig Argentina, the Ameri- 
can officials said. 

The leaders, who say they have more 
than 5,000 armed paramilitary t r oop s 
inside Nicaragua and Just across the 
border in Honduras, confidently assert 
that they will tt^le the Sandinist Gov- 
ernment by the end of 1963. 

News Confer e uc e Scheduled 
In an effort to build siq^port for their 
cause in the United States, and to I 
c ounter report s that they are former } 
supporters of the late G^. Anastasio 
Somoza Debayle, the Nicaraguan * 
leader ousted in 1979, coaliticm leaders 
recently lifted some of the secrecy sur- 
rounding their activities. 

They have sdieduled a news confer- 
ence in Miami for Tuesday to 
their goi^ and to announce that addi- 
tional exile groups have a g r ee d to join 
the coalitton, which is called the Nica- 
raguan Democratic Front. 

**Wc want to give democracy a 
chance in Nicaragua,** Edgar Chamor- 
ro, one of the coalition’s leaders, said in 
an interview recently. :**We have been 
pictured as Samoxs supporters ^ who 
want to restore a right-wing dictator- 
ship in Nicaragua. That is untrue. We i 
want a democratic proce ss that will 
lead to free elections.*’ 

Mr. Chamorro, 'Who left Managua in 
_1979 and now worics as a stockbrc^mr in 
Miami, acijxreledged that paramili- 
tary forces associated with the front in- 
clude former officers in the Nicaraguan 
National Guard, v^ch was closely 
identified with General Somoza. But be 
denied that the former guardsmen were 
enthusiastic Somoza foUowers. | 


Groups Formed in IM 

**We have tried to work with young, 
professional officers who were not as^ 
sociated with the excesses of the na- 
tion guard.'* Mr. Chamorro said. “It 
IS im possible to organize a military 
force without some former members of 
tbeguanL*’ 

The paramilitary units controlled by 
tbe front were called the September 
13th Legion when they were first 
formed by former mHimi guard offi- 
cers in 1980. 

Tbe Democratic Front was created 
lest year in an effort to widen tbe base! 
of support and establish a central exile! 
orga niat i <» to coordinate anti-Saixlm- - 
ist activities, according to coalitioD 
leaders. 

leaders; most pr^j 
Mn^_Ed6n J^stora Gdmez. a former ! 
Sandimst leader wbo left Nicaragua 
year, have refused to jrtn tbe front 
i because of its identificatiQD with tbe na- 
! tiODal guard. 

The paramilitary units, which until 
; recently were.based primarily in Hon- 

^ auras, received assistance from Argeo- 

tme military advisers when they began 

training in 1960, front leaders said. 

Aid Is Called Insatfidcot 

yeortht groups began to receive ! 
md toougb mtermediaries from thej 
v-I-A., according to American intelii-l 
gence officials. ! 

T Tbe front leaders in Miami, however 
I complained that the United States has 
f not provided sufficient assistance. “We 
don’t see any AmcricaD aid for our 
political organizacioD here in Miami *’ 
s^ Octavio Sacasa, a television priv. 
duoer. 

*‘In America,” be added, *the C.IA.1 
name. Tbe ugly American is 
^ a gent I cannoc say vriictbcr 

w are getting help from tbe C.IJL, but 

I can tell you that tbe C J JL has no 
stigma. We cannot understand why peo- 
ple m this country find it wrong if tbe 
Government tries to be^ siq yp o n pro- 
groups overseas.*’ 

JnnuSm Policy ; 

day-tCKiay bperatians 
in Miami are directed by an executive 
cin^y composed of 
seven exile leaders, indudmg Mr. Cha- 
^casa- members 
include Anstidcs Stocbci, wbo w^ 


j fanner in Nicaragua, J. David 2Uunora, 

( a lawyer in Managua wix) DOW works as 
} w msuranoe salesman, and Enrique A. 

^ Pereira, who owned the largest private 
ooQStnictioD company inNicaragua be- 
I fore he fled in 1979. Mr. Pereira now 
owns tbe Interamerican Frirtnrf n and 
CoDsmictors CorporatiocL 

The executive committee, whic^! 
meets reguianly at the^S« aad^S 

fices of members in the Miami area, ; 
oversees fund raising and public rela-i 
tiois in tbe United States. 

Overall political and military pcHicv 
for the coalition is set by a political 
junta, v^cb includes five military and 

eight civihan exfle leaders from Kfiaini, 

I Houston, Costa Rica and Honduras, ac- 
cording to Mr. Sacasa. 

He tbe coalifian’s base of opers- 
; tioos in Central America is Tegucigal- 
: pa, tbe fiooduran capital. Leaders shut- 

Ue between Tegudgalpa and Miami lor 
' strata meetings. 

A series of high-level meefings in 
^ami last month oomcided with a jun- 
ior welterwei^ boxing match 
Aaron Pryor, an American, and Alexis 
ArgiieDo, a Nicaraguan. Many exile 
leaders remained in Miami to 
mihtary tactics after tbe championship 

Leaoep of the front reponedthat 
I paramibtary operations have entered a 
! new phase in recent months as armed 
units have moved into Nicaragua from 
training camps in Honduras. 

Mr. Pereira, wbo was educated in 
American schools, said: •’We are much 
stronger now, much better organized. 

We feel sure that the Nlcaiaguan people 

will rebel against the Sandinists and t^ 
Nicaraguan Army will turn against the 
Government.” 

Because its armed forces are out- 
numbered by the Nicaraguan military 
the coalition, leaders said, is to 

igmte an internal iqirising by operating 
as a guerriUa force inside Nicaragua, 
attacking military and industrialtar- 
gets in hit-and-run raids. 

The coalition also operates aevenil 
clandestine radio stations in Booduras 
and Costa Rica that beam anti-Sandin- 
ist propaganda into Nicaragua. 
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